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No O underſtand clearly the nature of that diſpute - 
Which led the Aſſembly to thoſe meaſures, 
which are ſo juſtly animadverted on in the fol, 

lowing excellent Speech, it will be proper to look a 
few years backward. | er ont 


In the year 1759, Governor D, whoſe admi- 
nitration will never be mentioned but with diſgrace 
in the annals of this Province, was induced, by conſi- 
derations to which the way _ no ranger, to 
paſs ſundry acts, contrary to his duty, and to every 
tie of honot and juſtice. the ad of September 
1760, his late Majeſty in council repealed ſix of theſe 
acts; and in re * the 7th (which was an act for 
granting to his Majeſty One hundred thouſand Pounds, 
by a tax on all eſtates real and perſonal, &c.) the 
Lords of his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council 
declared it their opinion, ** that the ſaid act was fun- 
damentally waoxo and ux jvsr, and ought to be re- 
pete unleſs fix certain amendments were made 

rem; nm . 1 ' 


BexJamin FRANKLIN and Robert Charles, Agents 
for the Province, undertook that, in caſe the act 
might be left unrepealed, the Aſſembly of Pennſyl- 
vania · would prepare and paſs an act for making the 
amendments propoſed by the Lords of the Council, 
and to indemnify the Proprietaries from any damage 
they might ſuſtain by ſuch an act not being prepared 
and paſſed. This ſtipulation was ſigned by the hands 
of the ſaid agents, and the Proprietors for the ſake of 
peace accepted of it. | 
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Bur, notwithſtanding the ſolemnity of this a 
ment, the Aſſembly, in framing che late Suppl-Bill in 
ſiſted upon explaining the 2d and gd articles of the 
ſtipulation in their own way, and inſerting them in 

«the bill in different words from thoſe made uſe of by 

the Lords of Council, and ſigned by their own agents. 
The Governor, on the contrary, thought that no 
words could be ſo proper to convey the meaning of 


| - - the Lords of Council and prevent diſputes, as thoſe 


which their Lordſhips themſelves had made uſe of; 
and that he could neither in decency or duty depart 
from them. 2 r 


y Hzzzuron meſſages enſued, and the Aſſembly, 
among other vehement and warm reſolves, broke up 
with the following moſt extraordinary one, viz. . 


< THAT this Houſe will adjourn, in order to conſult 
their conſtituents, whether an humble addreſs ſhould 
be drawn up, and tranſmitted to his Majeſty, praying, 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to take the people 
of this province, under his immediate protection and 
government, &c.“ | 


War methods were taken, during this adjourn- 
ment, to lead a number of raſh, ignorant, and incon- 
fiderate people into petitions, the evil tendency of 
which they did not underſtand, is an enquiry not ſuit- 
able to the preſent occaſion, It is enough to ſay, that, 
after incredible pains, in a Province containing near 
THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND SoULS, not more than 
3500 could be prevailed upon to petition for a change 
of government; and thoſe very generally of a low 
rank, many of whom could neither read nor write. 


Tux wiſer and better part of the province had far 
different notions of this meaſure. They conſidered 
that the moment they put their hands to theſe petitions, 


they 
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1 „ 3 
might be ſurrendering up their birth- tight, and 
2 the power of a few men, for the ſake of 
gratifying their on ambitious projects! rional re- 
ſentments, | to. barter away that-glomous — — a 
liberty and charter privileges, under Which: this Po- 
vince has riſen to the higheſt degree of proſperity, with 
a rapidity almoſt unparalleled in hiſtory, >») | 2 
WR ee LW: Wos zu vei hluog 200 
Tnouonꝝ the ill ſucceſs of theſe petitiona muſt have 
been very mortifying to the projectors of them, yet 
the Aſſembly were, at all hazards, ta be perſuaded to 
make them the foundation of a petition tothe King for 
a change of government. It was in vain to urge the 
ſmallneſs of the numbers who ſigned the petitions; the 
high veneration in which our preſent conſtitution hath 
long been held by good men of every denomination, 
and the multitudes of induſtrious people” whom even 
the very fame of it hath invited among us, from al- 


moſt every part of the world. Theſe conſiderations 


were but ſlight bars to men actuated by ambition and 
reſentment; men, who have long found their own im- 
portance to conſiſt in fomenting the diviſions of their 


country, and now hope to aggrandize, themſelves by 


bringing about the propoſed change, whatever may be 
its conſequences to others. They therefore found 
means to carry their petition through the Houſe; but 
not without the moſt ſpirited teſtimony againſt it, from 
a NOBLE FEW, a Par RIOT MinokiTY, whoſe names 
will be mentioned with honor, ſo long as any remem- 


brance is left of the preſent boaſted LIBERTIES of 
PENNSILVANIA. 95 


Ar the head of theſe Fzw, the worthy author of 
the following Sezzcn ſignalized himſelf. Having de- 
voted to a ſeyere courſe of ſtudy thoſe years which too 
many give to diſſipation and pleaſure, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf, at his firſt entrance on public life, poſſeſſed of a 
knowledge of the laws and conſtitution of his country, 


Which 


not bea filent 
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which ſeldom falls to the ſhare even of grey hairs. 
Alike independent in fpirit and in fortune, removed as 
far aa any man can be from all cotinexions with the 
l or theit immediate friends, and 1 
only the unbiaſſed dictutes of his own heart; he coul 
6 'while the moſt diſtant attempt 
was made upon that conſtitution, for which our fathers 
planted a wilderneſs, and which is derived to us by 
the Farirx or CnarTERs, and Sancrrrv of Laws ! 
a5 0610 872 ST 199 T1 renn 
Turs SPEECH vas delivered on the 24th of May, 
and che late Speaker, Mr. Non Ris, with the four 
Members under mentioned, are ſaid to have declared 
to Mr. Dicxinson, that he had fully ſpoke their Sen- 
timents, in his own. The next day in the afternoon, 
Mr. Dickinſon moved that the further conſideration of 


the matter ſnould be adjourned to the following morn- 


ing. But it was voted by a great majority (Mr. Dick- 
inſon, OS Joſeph Richardſon, 3 Saunders, 
and Mr. John Montgomery being the negative) 
that the PzTITrON, as then drawn, ſhould 3 
cribed, in order to be ſigned by the Speaker; which 
was ordered accordingly. 


Ma. Dickinſon having then digeſted the heads of 
his ſpeech into the nature of a Proteft, in which he 
was joined by Mr. Saunders and Mr. Montgomery “, 
offered it to be entered in the minutes; but it was 
refuſed. 


Ma. Norr1s the Speaker, who, from the nature 
of his office, could not join in the Proteſt or take any 
part in the debate, finding matters puſhed to this ex- 
tremity, informed the Houſe, in a very ſolemn and 
affecting manner, That for thirty years paſt he had 
had the honour of ſerving as a Repreſentative of the 


See their letter below. 


people 


L vü 1 

ple of this Province, and near half that time ay 
drr That, in theſe offices, he had uniformly 
endeavoured, according to the beſt af his judgment, to 
promote the public good—— That the ſubje&d of "the | 


preſent debate was a matter of the utmoſt importante vo 
the Province—That, as bis ſentiments on the occaſion 
were very different from thoſe of the majority; anti his 
ſeat in the chair prevented him from entering into the 
debate, he therefore prayed the Houſe, That if, in con- 
ſequence of their order, his duty ſhould oblige him to 
ſign the Petition as Speaker, he might, be permitted. to 
offer his ſentiments on the ſubject before he ſigned; and 
that they might be entered on the minutes 3 which: 
was granted accordingly. _ ab $46. e 202001 


Tur Houſe then adjourned to the next morning, and 
when they met, the Clerk delivered the members a let- 
ter from the Speaker, acquainting them that his iadiſpo- 

ſition prevented his further attendance, and praying 
them to chuſe a new Speaker. Thus this aged member 
and faithful ſervant of the Houſe, as if foreſeeing trou- 


bles to come, choſe toretire, and leave them to thoſe 
whoſe temper they better ſuiced, - 


BzNnJamin FRANKLIN, Eſq; was accordingly choſen 
Speaker, and in the afternoon of the ſame day, 

Petition, as one of his firſt acts; an act which 

but poſterity will beſt be able to give it a name? | 


As theſe tranſactions could not fail of being very in- 
tereſting to the good people of this Province, it is not 
to be wondered that they expreſſed an earneſt deſire 
to ſee the following Speech, that they might be able to. 
form ſome knowledge of what was intended : for their 
own Repreſentatives did not think proper to let the 
contents of their petition for the propoſed change be 
known; tho upon this ſingle ſtake, ſo far as depended 
upon them, they have riſqued our whole conſtitution, On 


. 4 the & 


the 6th of June, therefore, a great number of the prin- in- 
cipal Gentlemen gf Philadelphia, applied to Mr. Dick- 
Mison for a copy of his ſpeech, by letter as follows viz. 


« Philadelphia, June 6th, 1764. 
«SIR, 
AR. 1 


E whoſe names are under written, citizens of 
Philadelphia, acknowledge the obligations that 
the good people of this Province are under to you, for 
your ſpirited defence of our charter privileges, which 
we apprehend are greatly endangered by ſome late pro- 
ceedings, particularly the ſetting on foot a petition to 
his Majeſty for a change of government. We are ſur» 
prized that our repreſentatives, who ought to be guar- 
dians of the conſtitution, do not check rather than en- 
courage this unſeaſonable application of a few (com- 
ratively) of the people of this extenſive Province. 
We hereby teſtify our ſincere gratitude to you, Sir, and 
the other patriot Members that appeared on the ſide of 
our Charter and Privileges, and requeſt a copy of the 
Speech you delivered on that occaſion in the Houſe, as 
we are perſwaded that the publication thereof would be 
of great utility, and give general ſatisfaction. We beg 
leave to aſſure you of our regard, and are, 


'43 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servants.” 


ABouT 


1 in an L * 1 | - 
| ABovrT the ſame time Mr. Seundersand Mr. Montpo-. 
mery, panty defirous that their names might! be join 


ed with Mr. Hictinſon's thro this whole affair, ſeas him 
the following letter, > 4 $424 $34 AG YE DS obus 
« SIR, - 


S we are informed that a number of the prineipal 
A gentlemen of the city of Philadelphia intend ap- 
plying to you to have your Speech, which was 7 
a few days ago in the Houſe of Aſſembly, againſt the 
meaſures propoſed for a change of governmeat, pub 
liſhed ; and as we are of opinion the publication thereof, 
together with the reaſons. on which our proteſt is found - 
ed, may be of conſiderable ſervice: We judge it pro- 
per (incaſe you are of the ſa inion of making them 
n that you ſhould E to the publick how. - 

eartily we have concurred: with you in the ſame fenti+ 
ments, ſet forth in your Speech, and in diſapprobati 
of the late reſolves of the Houſe ; this we judge a pieceot 
Juſtice due toourſelves, leaſt weincurr, from our conſti- 
tuents, the imputation of betraying or ſacrificing their 
eſſential rights and privileges which we meant to de- 
fend: We likewiſe authorize you hereby to - affix our 
names to the diſſent and proteſt®, which the Houſe re- 
fuſed entering on their minutes. We are reſpeRtully, 


Sir, Your's' See 
£ Is SAUNDERS. 
Joun MonT6omery.” 


As all the arguments in this Prete/f are to be found more at large 


in the following Speech, it is not printed but will be publiſhe4 
by itſelf in the News Papers. NE * 


Nn 9 _- Having 


1 
Hav thus given a faithful account, both of the 
occaſion of this Speech, and of its publication, it would 
be almoſt impoſſible not to quote a few paſſages from 
former Aſſemblies, to ſhew in what high terms, even of 
rapture and admiration, they continually mentioned our 
preſent conſtitution and plan of government. 


„Wx hope, ſay they ®, the people of Pennſylvania 
will never be wanting to acknowlege the great wiſdom 
and ſingular goodneſs of our late honourable Proprietor, 
from whom we derive the privileges of our annual elec- 
tions, as well as many other immunities, which have 
ſo manifeſtly contributed to the proſperity of the Pro- 
vince, &c.” Again, f wm 


„ Warn + we commemorate the many bleſſings be- 
ſtowed on the inhabitants of this colony, the yYehpious 
and civil liberties we poſſeſs, and to whom theſe valu- 
able bleſſings, under God and the King, are owing, we 
 thould be wanting to ourſelves, and them that we re- 

preſent, did we” not do juſtice to the memory of thy 

worthy anceſtor”. | * 


Our Þ happy conſtitution, ſecured to us by the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of our firſt Proprietary and found- 
er of this province, ſo happily continued to us under 
the government of his. honourable deſcendants, juſtly 
entitle them to our affection and zeal for their honour 
and intereſt. 


Bur it would be endleſs to quote all that has been 
ſaid by our Aſſemblies, in favour of the conſtitution of 
this province, and its worthy founder. The ſu mof 
the whole, when taken from the minutes, and thrown 

together in their own expreſs words, is nothing leſs 
than what follows. Bl 55 


* Aſſembly 17540. | 1 
+ Addrefs to the honourable Jou PENN, Eſq; 1764. 


1 Aſſembly 1738. . 
3 WILLIAM 


* 


1 1 
WILLIAM PENN, - 
(1) Amanof 8 truely hamane, - 


1 and LIE urr, 
(2) Poſſeſſing a noble ſpiritet 
hat exerted itſelf e 

For the 4 mankind, *. 


(3) The ae * worthy founder 


e 
Io its Inhabitants, by Cnanrzü, 
He granted and confirmed 
(5) Many ſingular PRWIIBOES and IMMUNITIES, 
(6) 'Civit. and RELIOIouSs; 5 
(7) Which he continually ſtudied | 
to preſerve and defend for them, is 
Nobly declaring. 4 
(8) That they had not followed him ſo far 
1 © loſe a ſingle tittle t 
Of the GazaT CHARTER 
To which all Engliſhmen were born ! 
. For theſe Services, ö 
(9) Great have been the acknowledgements 
Deſervedly paid to his Merit; - 
(10) And his Memory oo 
' Is dear to his people, 
Who have repeatedly confę ed 
2 | 
(11) Next to divine Providence, 
(12) Their Happineſs, Proſperity and Increaſe 
(13) Are owing ; 
To bis wiſe conduct and ſingular ed 
(14) Which deſerve ever to be remembered, 
(t) Minutes 1734. (5) Minutes 1730. (10) Minutes 1719* 
(2) Minutes 1740. (6) Minutes 1734. (11) Minutes 1725* - 
(3) — 9 — 549 (12) —— 1731. 
4 utes 1 13) Minutes 1 
(4) Minutes 1713. (9) Minutes po 13 Minutes — 
b 2 With 
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WERE it intended to write the higheſt encomium 
on the conſtitution of this country, and to ere the 
molt laſting monument to the memory of its illuſtri- 
ous founder, a more noble zſcription' could hardly be 
deviſed than what is contained in the foregoing mi- 
nutes of Aſſembly: and a time may come, when 
impartial poſterity, notwithſtanding the preſent in- 
| 1 of a few, may perhaps adapt it for this pur- 
po! | 


As to the wild meaſures now on foot, they will un- 
doubtedly deſtroy themſelves by. their own violence ; 
- and it would be impoſſible to add any thing that can 
more expoſe their raſhneſs than what is contained in 
the following Speech. The Proprietors hold their 
Right by that charter under which ours is derived. 
Can the latter in law or equity be deemed more ſacred 
than the former? Have the Proprietors, by any act 
of theirs, forfeited the leaſt tittle of what was granted 
them by his Majeſty's royal anceſtors? Or can they 
be deprived of their charter-rights without their own 
conſent? have they not conſtantly ſheltered them- 
ſelves under the wing of government, and received 
the approbation of his Majeſty's firſt ſervants in the 
= to every material Inſtruction ſent to their governors 

ar | TY" 2 wi 


In the preſent diſpute nothing has been inſiſted 
vpon on the part of our Governors but a ſtrict adhe- 
rence to what has been ſolemnly determined by his 
Majeſty in Council. Sy 


IxprED we have every way the worſt of this whole 
buſineſs. If a change were to take place, the Pro- 
vo | Vr 
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world know that they hold th 
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prietors, before they reſign their charter, would cers 
rainly obtain a full equivalent for their Rights of Go» 
vernment, and likewiſe have all their Rights of Pro- 
perty ſecured to them by laws which we could not diſ- 
pute. Such a change, were they inclined to it, could 
certainly be of very little prejudice to them ; but with 
reſpe& to us the caſe is quite different. Inſtead of 
ſecuring any thing in reverſion or exchange, our re- 
preſentatives, by their preſent petition, ſeem (ſo far 
at leaſt as depends on them) to have offered up aur 
whole charter-rights, leaving it to the grace of others 


to return us any part, or indeed no part of them, 


according as it may be thought proper. But, thanks 
be to God, this is a power with which our repreſenta» 
tives were never veſted by us; and therefore the act 
they have committed is voip in itſelf. _ Nor is there 
any doubt but an immenſe majority of the good people 
of this Province will ſtill be found ready, at a 
time, to vindicate their eter FIgpnt z and to let the 
future truſt, who could e « with lags 7 
all future truſt, who could want rt with things 
8 oye e ung 


Foxmzr Aſſemblies made it an article of impeach- 
ment againſt one of the moſt conſiderable ® men of 
this Province, That he had contrived to vialate 
(only) a part of the conſtitution of this government.” 


But what would they have thought of an attempt to 
violate the whole ? R | 


Ws know it will be replied, that the change now 
propoſed is not a violation of this kind, and that our 
privileges might be preſerved in virtue of our Laws, 
eeen if our charter were given up. But a ſufficient 
anſwer is given to this in page the 11th and 12th of 
the following Speech ; and indeed it is aſtoniſhing. that 


James Logan, Eſq; 


*.,, # ; 
this argument could ever be made uſe of to impoſe - 
upon any , perſon, when it is well known that the 
chief privileges, by which the conſtitution of this 


9 "Ys * 


1 7 is diſtinguiſhed, depend upon our charter 


ne, and upon no poſitive law whatever. 


Ap here, let no wrong conſtruction be put upon 
. defence of the particular conſtitution of Pennſilva- 
wa.” Thoſe who now contend frc it, have the high; 
eff veneration for the dignity and authority of the 
Crown. They think themſelves as much under its 
immediate protection as any of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
on this continent are; and it is well known, that the 
have on all occaſions been among the firſt of tho 
who have appeared in defence of the juſt rights of our 
F vovereiga, 


Taxx think it may be ſaid, without giving the leaſt 
offence, that the inhabitants of this Province enj 
certain privileges which are not to be found in the 
3 around them, and which they could not 
ave the leaſt hopes of preſerving in caſe of any 
change of our preſent conſtitution. Multitudes of 
| ple have choſen a ſettlement in this Province, pre- 
FD to all others, on account of theſe privileges; 
and they now think that they have a right to the per- 
al enjoyment of them : as they are in no caſe in- 
conſiſtent with good order or the public good. Many 
private corporations, in his Majeſty's dominions, enjoy 
ſingular immunities upon the like foundation; and 
-chole bodies have never been thought undutiful for ad- 
hering tenaciouſly to their rights, from age to age. 
Certainly we may be conſidered in a ſomething higher 
light than Corporate Bodies of this kin. 


Havi ſwelled this preface to a much greater 
length than was at firſt intended, we ſhall only offer 
one remark more, upon the terms in which the Pe- 

I | litian 
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tition of our Aſſembly is ſaid to be drawn up. We 
have heard that this Province is deſcribed in it as a 
ſcene of riot, violence and confuſion ; but yet one can 
hardly judge it poſſible, that our repreſentatives could 
venture to „ r the royal ear with ſuch an unjuſt 
account of their conſtituents. Nevertheleſs we have 
a right to inſiſt on a copy of this petition from the 
Committee in whoſe hands it is, that, if we lie under 
any accuſations in it, we may have an opportunity to 
anſwer them. This is ſo reaſonable, that we are per- 
ſuaded it cannot. be refuſed, eſpecially in a matter 
wherein we may be greatly affected. 


Wx would only obſerve, that the preſent is not a 
time for diviſions of any kind in his Majeſty's coloniesz 
but for the cloſeſt union among ourſelves, that we may 
be able, by decent and juſt repreſentations of the ſtate 
of our country, to ſave it from burthens which it can» ' 
not bear, and to encourage it in thoſe improvements 
whereof it is capable. Let it be remembered how 
little we have got by bringing our party quarrels be- 
fore the Crown theſe many years paſt ; moſt certainly 
nothing but ſhame to ourſelves, and a load of ex- 
pence to our country, which, however beneficial it 


may have been to the Agents employed, has not been 
of the leaſt ſervice to the public. 
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Mr. Sexinun, 0 01 | 

L HEN honeſt men e abe cry to 
Wes injures, Gore's gy more natural - than to 
reſent and complain : but when they Enter into conſi- 
8 n mo wy fame 
virtue that gave rm, may ſometimes, by-cauſing 
too great a tranſport of Aa "dear its own 2 
it being expedient for thoſe who deliberate of - 4 
affairs, that their minds ſhould be free from all 
lent paſſions, Theſe emotions blind the — 4 
ing: they weaken the judgment. It therefore fre- 
quently happens, that reſolutions formed by men thus 
- agitated, appear to ben very wiſe, very juſt; and 
very (alutary; while ochan, noe influenced — 
_ condemn thoſe determinations, as weak, unjuſt, 
—— _ Thus, Sir, in councils it will always 
u to guard even * 

"ON which aces from veg. IR 
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Mon x particularly are we bound to obſerve the ut- 
moſt caution in our conduct, as the experience of 
many years may convince us, that all ont ations ur- 
dergo the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny. Numerous are the in- 
ſtances, that might be mentioned, of rights vindicated 
and equitable demands made in this province, accord- 
ing to the opinions entertaiged here, that in Great- 
Britain have been adjudged to be illegal attempts, 
and 1 PRO 


| * 8 
* 4. esl the acts of perſons wſted 
with ſuch dignity and power, as claim ſome deference 
from us: and hence it one s not unneceſſary to con- 
ſider in what light the nitaſures now propoſed may ap- 
* to thoſe, whoſe oaſis from the conſtitution 


Ja. r ee rr 


Bur on this important occaſion, we ought not to 
aim only at the approbation of men; whoſe” authority 


ma ceaſyre;ang tonfrepl; us. More affecting Grete 
| Pur; + actentioop. The hon honour. and ve 
n on our deciſions, let us . 
von 19/40, t, chat we; may enjoy our .own approba- 
tion, In the col and undiſturbed hours, gf eee 
that we may, deſerye tlie approbation -of the i 
world 4,and-of-poſterity, WR ſo rde e 
the ent gebs tee. 03 3801 ei 
ohni 7 BAI” en: me dT Anofflad 302 
No man. Sir, can be teas convinced. | 
81 am, of the - inconveniences. ariſing, from a ſtrict ad- 
hereoce to proprietary. inſt :yRtiens, We are prevented 
from demonitrating our loyalty. to our excellent Sove- 
os oe; ahd, our: affection to our diſtreſt fellow-ſubjects, 
unleſs we will indulge the Proprietors, with a diſtinct 
and partial mode of taxation, by which they will ſave 
Perhaps four or five hundred pounds a year, that ought 
0 > go in caſe of our conilituents. 
5 Tuts 


Wop 
Tunis is granted on all ſides to be unequal ; and has 
therefore excited the ' reſentment of this ' Houſe, Let 
us reſent but let our reſentment bear proportion 
to the provocation n or even 
—— — 3 producing, effects more fatal 
than the injury of which we complain. If the change 
of government now meditated — take place, with 
all our privileges preſerved; let it inſlantly take place: 
but if th muſt be conſumed in the blaze of royal au- 
thority we ſhal] pay too great a price for:our:approach 
to the throne ; too great à price for obtaining (if we 
ſnould obtain) the addition of four or ive hundred 
pounds to the proprietary tax; or indeed for any emo 
lument likely Na Sui (r 
4.40 gn 2d 1 
— 2 eee e 
every member in this Houſe feels the ſame reverence 
that I do, for theſe ineftimable: rights. When I conſider 
the ſpirit. of liberty that breathes in. them,: and the 
flouriſhing ſtate to which this province hath riſen in a. 
few years under them, I am extremely deſirous, that 
they "hould. be tranſmitted to future ages; and I can- 
not ſuppreſs my ſolicitude, while ſteps are taking, 
that tend to bring them all into danger. Being 
aſſured, that this houſe will always think an attempt 
to change this government too h unless 
theſe privileges can be perfely ſecured, I. ſhall beg 
leave to mention the reaſons by which I have been 
e e chat ſuch an attempt 1 7 not en 2 be 
C. Ain 148 


: 


%., — 


IT ſeems to me, Sir, that a people who intend ar 
innovation of their government, ought. to chuſe th 
moſt proper ' /ime, and the moſt proper metbod for ac- 
compliſhing their purpoſes; and ought ſeriouſly to 
weigh all the probable and "_ conſequences of ſuch 
a mealure. | 
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Tuxxx are certain periods in public affairs, when 
Ho may be executed much more eaſily and advan» 
tageouſly, than at any other. It hath heen by a ſtrict 
attention to every intereſting eircumſtance ; a careful 
cultivation of every fortunate occurrence; and paticntly 

till they have ripened into à favoutable con- 


waiting 
of ure; that ſo many great ee pern 
— police wid me 


x was through a rafh negle&t- of this pridence, 
— ob oh ta ep wane eng 
Duke of Afeonmouth deſtroyed his own 

brought. himſelf diſhonourably — Woogk 
every thing then towards a revolution. | 
The Prince of Orange with a wiſe delay purſued the 
ITY OW NPC ye 7507 apt BeCET yo 


- was thet 1 Ai penis, chat 
the commons o under the tyran 
of their nobility, 7 Cs revengeful fury, — 
ſurrendered their liberties to the king; and ever ſince, 
with unavailing grief and uſeleſs execrations, have 
deteſted the mad moment, which ſlipt upon them the 
ſhackles of j which no ttrugglez can ſhake 
adhot * chat hath 1981 of 5 
a derſhip, fgnal. etvice 
their . „ an 
dall bas 
| Tur excellent hiſtorian and lauen Fac 
whoſ political reflexions are ſo juſtly and univerſall 
admired, makes an obſervation in his third ann 
that ſeems to confirm theſe remarks. Having men- 
rioned a worthy man of great abilities, whoſe am- 
bitious ardour hurried him into ruin, he uſes theſe 
words, “ quod multas etiam bonos peſſum dedit, qui, ſpretis 
qe tards cum ſecuritate, præmatura vel cum exitio 
perant.” * Which misfortune hath h to 
many good men, who deſpiſing thoſe things which 


they 


E67 ID vw vwweW ka... —— A. 4 


, 
7 
* 
e 
's 
Wo 
0 
h 
* 


ly nd with ft peed rol upon the 


" U ef ν,jEu/ U 


1 Dre 213 0.9716 | 


I x chen, Sir rhe beſt intentions may be-<diſappoint- 
. of them, many vreaſons 
induce me to think, that this is not the-proper time to 


attempt the change af our governmem. 


| Ir is t00.notorious and too, Melancholy chuck; that 
we now labour under the diſadvantage of royal and 


miniſterial diſpleaſure. The cdu this province, 
during the late war, hath been almoſt continually con- 
demned at home. We have been covered with the 
reproaches of men, whoſe ſtations give us juſt cauſe 
The laſt letters from his 


when the — of this 


f our application for a change, 
king and his miniſters, that- 


our inactivity and 

this, I think, hath 

— miniſtry on the like 

occaſions. Will not their i tion riſe beyond all 


bounds, when they uaderſtand that our hitherto deny- 
ing to 7 — and our — — ication ſor a change, 
adherence to the 
terms of — ans". com fo ſolemnly made, and fo 
repeatedly approved, by the late and — King? 


Bur 


19 
Bor I may perhaps be anſwered, “that we have 
| to the terms of the ſtipulations, according to 
their true meaning, which the Governor refuſes to 
do.“ Surely, Sir, it will require no light ſagacity in 
diſtinguiſhing, no common torce of argument, to per- 
Wade bis Majeſty and his Council, that the refuſal to 
comply. with the true meaning of the ſtipulations pro- 
ceeds from the Governor, when he infiits on inſert» 
ing in our bill the very words and letters of thoſe ti 


1 


+++ Bur theſe ſtipulations were never intended to be 
inſerted verbatim in our bills, and our conſtruction is 
the moſt juſt.” I grant it appears fo to ug, but much 
I doubt, whether his Majeſty's Council will be of the 
ſame opinion. That Board. and this Houſe have often 
differed as widely in their ſentiments. Our judgment 
is founded on the knowledge we have of facts, and 
of the purity of our intentions. The judgment of 
others, is founded on the repreſentations made to them, 
of thoſe facts and intentions. Theſe repreſentations 
may be unjuſt z and therefore the deciſions that are 
formed upon them, may be erroneous. „ ni 
we are rightly informed, we are repreſented as the 
mortal enemies of the proprietors, who. would tear 
their eſtates to pieces, unleſs ſome hmit was fixed to 
our fury. For this purpoſe the ſecond and third articles 
of the ſtipulations were formed. The inequality of 
the mode was explained and enlarged upon by the pro- 
viacial council; but in vain. I think, I have heard 
| a worthy member, who lately returned from England, 
mention theſe circumſtances. 


1 0 | , 


| 1F this be the caſe, what reaſonable hope can we 


entertain, of a more favourable determination mow ? 


| The Proprietors are ſtill living. Is it not highly pro- 
bable that they have intereſt enough, either to prevent 
thc change, or to make it on ſuch terms, as will fix 


upon 


| ( 3.3 
upon u ever, thoſe, demands that appear ſo . ex- 
, — to the preſent Miniſtern One of the Pro- 
prietors appears to Have great, intimacy and influence, 
with ſome very conſiderable members of his Majeſty's 
Couneil. Many men of the higheſt character, if pub- 
lic reports ſpeak truth, are now endeavring to eſta- 
bliſt proprietary governments, and therefore probably 
may be more readily incliried to favour proprietary 
meaſures. The very gentlemen who formed the ar- 
ticles of the ſtipulations, are now in power, and no 
doubt will inforce their own Als in the ſtricteſt man- 
ner. On the other hand, every circumſtance 
that now operates againſt us, may in time turn in our 
favour. We may perhaps be fortunate enough to ſee 
the preſent prejudices againſt us, worn off: to recom- 
mend ourſelves to our. Sovereign: and to procure the 
eſteem of ſome of his miniſters... I-ghiok I may ven- 
tuſte to aſſert, that ſuch a period will be infinitely 
my proper than the preſent; for attempting a change 
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Wifi the permiſſion of the Houſe, I will now con- 


ſider the manner in which this attempt is carried on; 
and I muſt acknowledge,” that I do not in the leaſt de- 
-gee dpprove ies d eb, en 
Leif aft 1D. rs i of © 125 10 
1 Tur time may come, when the weight of this 
nt may grow too heavy for the ſhoulder of 
a fubje&; at leaſt, too heavy for thoſe of a woman, 
or an infant. The „ family may be ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, as to be willing to accept of ſuch an equi- 
vulent for the government from the crown, as the 
-crown may be willing to give. Whenever this point 

is agitated, either on a propoſal, from the crown or 

proprietors; this province may plead the cauſe of her 
E with greater freedom, and with, greater pra- 
bility of ſucceſs, than at preſent; The royal grant; 
the charter founded upon it; the public faith pledged 
N to 
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' Muftrious' family,” whoſe ſovereignty ' 


the beſt of ſovereigns, I ſhould not Arn yon 


from that + 2 t of earneſtly defending 

others, 

NET | AHA whe people, we call 
| Ma 


order approved by his Majeſty, ns oe 


BEL 


to 2 e for the ſecurity 


the da 
eſtabli Britiſh power in re- 
1 80 8 and add ineſtimable docminions with 
the moſt extenſtve commerce to their native country: 
the high value and veneration we have fur theſe pri- 
; the 'aMiCting loſs and misfortune. we ſhould 

eſteem it, to be deprved of chem, and the 
pinefs in which his majeſty's faithful ſubjefts in this 
inte would thereby be involved; our inviolable 
alty and attachment to his "Majeſty's 


fingularly diſtinguiſhed by its favourable influente on 
the liberties of mankind. _——Arr theſe 
then de properly infiſted on. If urged 


wich that 


always vindicate the intereſts of their cou 


cious attention, to our humble requeſts. ts" Oar peri 
in ſuch a caſe, would be ſimple, 2e and * 


haps affecting. 


Dor in the reſin mode of 
to me, that we preclude ourſelves from every. 


of decent duty to the moſt excellent of Kin 


; and 
our rivileipes, 
ny otherwiſe have. The 
ofive, will ap 
unfortunate. In 3 ſudden 


which we 
of this 2 am apprehe 


government. Not from reverence for his 
forgo .a ſenſe of bis paternal goodneſs 
to hiv peopicz bur Wege we are angey with. 
ierors ; and tired of a diſpute 
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the 


n 
been ſo 


things may 
modeſt beart- felt energy, with which good NR 
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buſiteſs, that to be happ 


BOSS 

Ou powerful friends on the other fide of the 
Atlantic, who are ſo apt to put the kindeſt conſtruc- 
tions on our actions, will no doubt obſerve, ** that 
the conduct of the people of Pemhlvania mult be 
influenced by very extraordinary councils, fince they 
deſire to come more immediately under the King's com- 
mand, Aus they will not obey thoſe royal com- 
mands, which have already ſignified to them.” 


But here it will be ſaid ; nay it has been ſaid ; and 
the petition before the Houſe is drawn accardingly ; 
<< we will hot alledge this diſpute with the Governor 
on the ſtipylations, but the general inconveniences of 


ff proprietary overnment, as the cauſe of our deſiring 


a change: is true we may act in this T 
ner : but what advantages ſhall we gain by it? Though 
We houta keep the ſecret, can we ſeal up the lips of 
the Proprietors? Can we recal our meſſages to the 
Governot ? Can we annihilate our own reſolves ? Will 


&s 2 


not All. —will hat any of theſe diſcover che true cauſe 


. « 


of the preſent attempt? | 


War then, ſhould we unneceſſarily invite freſh in-, 
vectives in the very Deginning of a moſt important 
1 ily concluded, requires all the 
favour we can procure, and all the dexterity we can 
Qi > 4 ' "E395 £420.58 5x 3 * 8 V t 480 1 
practice? we | | | | 
1001 © AUO 0 b F | TELL way tf Vs 17 
Ws intend, to ſurround the throne, with petifions ., 
that our government may be changed from proprietary 
to royal. At the fame time we mean to preſerve qur 
priviters But hoy are theſe two points to be recon- .. 
ci 1 , - F * | ' K — | e Y a . 
— | oF 
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Ir we expreſs our deſite for. the preſervation, of 'our, 
privileges, in ſo general or faint a manner as may in- 
duce, thi King to think they are of no great conſe- 

* B quence 
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Tr, on 1 * other hand, we inform his Majeſty,. 6 ' that 
though we requeſt him to change the government, yet 
ve ll on the preſervation of our privileges,” cer- 
rabfily it will be thought an unprecedented Stile of 
petitioning) the crown, that humbly aſks, a, favour, 
and _— preſcribes the terms, on which it, muſt be 


Wanted 4 Mee H 


„Hon then ſhall we at? Shall 8 we ſpeak, or r ſhall we 
ſuppreſs our ſentiments ? The firſt method will render 
our requeſt incoherent : | the. ſecond will render it 
dangerous. Some gentlemen are of opinion, 
that theſe difficulties may be ſolved, by intruſting 
the management of this affair to an Agent: but ] ſee 
no reaſon to expect ſuch an effect. I would firſt ob- 
ſerve that this matter is of too prodigious conſe · 
quence to be truſted to the diſcretion of an Agent. 
— hut if it ſhall be committed by this Houſe, he 
proper guardian of the public liberties, to other hands, 
this truth muſt at ſome time or other be diſcloſed, 
that we will never conſent to a change, unleſs our 
privileges are preſerved.” I ſhould be glad to know, 
with what fineſſe this matter is to be conducted. Is the 
agent to keep our petition to the crown in his pocket, 
till he has whiſpered to the miniſtry ? Will this be 
Juſtifiable ? Will jt be decent? Whenever he applies 
to them, I preſume, they will deſire to know his autho- 
rity for making ſuch an application. Then our peti- 
tion muſt appear; and whenever it does appear, either 
at firſt or laſt, at, and the others tran{mitted with 
it, I apprehend, will be the foundation of any reſolu· 
tions taken in the King's Council. 


Trvs, in whatever view this tranſaction is conſider- 
ed, ſhall we not mill be involved in the dilemma al- 
ready 


. 
teddy mentioned, © of begging a favour from his Ma- 
jeſty's goodneſs, and yet ſhewing a diſtruſt that tlie 
royal hand, ſtretched out at our own requeſt for our 
relief may do ub an injury? 


a 
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Lett — — and hone can offer the leaſt probf 
of this ſuppoſition Being unreaſonable, that his Ma- 
jeſty will not accept of government, clog d, as it 
will be ſaid, with privileges inconſiſtent wit the royal 
rights: how ſhall we act then? We ſhall e 
choice of two things; one of them deſtructive: the 
other diſhonourable. - We may either renounce! the 
laws and liberties framed and delivered down to us 
by our careful anceſtors: or we may tell his Majeſty, 
with a ſurly diſcontent, that we will not ſubmit to 
His implorei protection, but on ſuch conditions, as we 
pleaſe to impoſe on him.“ Is not this the inevitable 
= —— alternative, to which we ſhall reduce dur- 


Is ſhort, Sir, I think the farther we atlvance in 
the path we are now in, the greater will be the con- 
fuſion and danger in which we ſhall engage ourſelves. 
Any body of men acting under a charter muſt ſurely 
tread on ſlippery ground, when they take a ſtep that 
may be deemed a furrender of that charter. For my 
part, I think the petitions that have been carried 
about the city and country to be figned, and are now 
lying on the table, can be regarded in no other light, 
than as a furrender of the charter, with a ſhort in- 
different hint annexed of a deſire, that our privileges 
may be ſpared, if it ſhall be thought proper. Many 
ſtriking arguments may in my opinion be urged, to 
prove that any requeſt made by this Houſe! for a 
change, may with till greater propriety be called a 
ſurrender. - The common obſervation that many of 
our privileges do not depend on our charter only, but 
are confirmed by laws approved by the Crown,” J 

B 2 doubt 


(48) 


doubt will have but little Fase with . who will 
determine this matter. 


1 will reddily be replied; 40 d theſe laws were 


5 Founded on the charter ; that they were caleulated for 


a proprietary government, and for no other; and ap- 
proved dy the Crown in that view alone: that the 


proprietary government is now acknowledged by the 
People living under it to be a bad government z and 


| 15 the Cron is intreated to accept a ſurrender of it: 


that therefore, by 8 the proprietary govern- 
ment, every thin — upon it * conſe 
ene! be alſo abo — | 


Hownvan. if there ſhould be any FEED in "the 
law on theſe points, there is an caſy way n them. 


Tuzsx reflexions, Sir, naturally lead me 10 con- 
ſider the conſequences that may attend a change of go- 
vernment z which is the laſt point, I ſhall crouble the 
Houſe upon at this time. | | 


IT is not to be queſtioned, but that the Miaiftry 
deſirous of veſting the immediate government this 
Province, advantageouſly in the Crown. Tis true, 
they don't chuſe to act arbitrarily, and tear away the 

preſent government from us, without our conſent. 
his is not the age for ſuch things. But let «s only 
furniſh them with a pretext, by preſſing petitions for 
a change; let us only relinquiſh the hold we now 
have, and in an inſtant we are precipitated. from that 
envied height where we now ſtand. The affair is laid 
before the Parliament, the deſires of the Miniſtry are 
inſinuated, the rights of the Crown are vindicated, and 
an act paſſes to deliver us at once from the govern- 

| =_ of Proprietors, and the privileges we claim under 

m. 
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' Tran, Sir, we who in particular have: preſented to 
the authors of the fatal change, this long-wiſb d for op- 
portunity of effecting it, ſhall for aur ane be en- 
titled to their thanks — Thents I which, I am per- 
ſuaded, every worthy member of this Houſe would 
abbor to deſerve, and would ſcorn to receive. 
17 TS , * 914 1401 VAT? 469% 400 * 
Ir ems to be taken for granted, that, by a ehan 
of government, we ſhall obtain a change — 


Tus are effects indeed ſincerely to be wiſhed for 
by every ſenſible, by every honeſt man: but reaſon 
loes not always teach us to expect the warm wiſhes 
of the heart. Could our gracious Sovereign take into 
conſideration, the ſtate of every part of his extehded 
dominions, we might expect redreſs of every grievance: 
for with, the molt implicit conviction I believe, he is 
as juft, benevolent, and amiable a Prince, as Heaven 
ever granted in its mercy to bleſs a people. I venerate 
his virtues beyond all expreſſion. But his attrention to 
our particular circumſtantes being impoſſible; vr muſt 
receive our fate from miniſters; and from them, I' do * 
not like to receive it.. 


Ws are not the ſubjects of miniſters; and therefore 
it is not 147 * at, if they — — teel chat 
tenderne els us, that a good prince w always feel 
for his people. Men are not born miniſters. Their 
ambition raiſes them to authority; and when poſ 
ſeſſed of it, one eſtabliſned principle with 
ſeems to be, never to deviate from à precedent uf 
power.” ie . 


* 
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bis we not-find/in-the late war, though we exerted 
.ourſelves in the moſt active manner in the defence of 
his Majeſty's dominions, and in promoting the ſervice 
of the Crown, every point, in which the Proprietors 


— * to make any oppoſition, decided againſt 
us we not alſo found, ſince the laſt diſturbance 
of the public peace by our ſavage enemies, the con- 
duct o the late Governor highly applauded by the 
miniſtry, for his adherence to thoſe very ſtipulations 
no inſiſted on; and ourſelves ſubjected to the bittereft 
nepraacbes, only for attempting to avoid burthens, 
that were thought extremely grievous. Other inſtances 
of the like kind I paſs over, to avoid a tedious -reca- 
pitulation, . Nn 


Jarvrios vo ; "th 
Stor then; the gale of miniſterial favour has in all 
ſaaſans blown propitious to proprietary intereſt, why 
do we now bond flatter —— that it will ſuddenly 
ſnift its quarter? Why ſhould we, with an amazing 
errduliiy, now fly for protetiion to thoſe men, truſt every 
thing to their mercy, and aſk the - moſt diſtinguiſhing 
favours from their - kindneſs, from whom we com- 
plained. a few months ago, that we could not obtain 
the moſt reaſonable requeſts ? Surely, Sir, we muſt 
acknowledge one of theſe two things: either, that 
our complaint was then uni; or, that our confidence 
is now unwarranted. For my part, I look for a rigid 
verance in former meaſures. With a new go- 
vernment, I expect new diſputes. The experience of 
-the royal colonies' convinces me, - that the immediate 
government of the Crown, is not a ſecurity for that 
tranquillity and happineſs we promiſe ourſelves from a 
change. It is needleſs for me to remind the Houſe, 
of all the frequent and violent controverſies that have 
happened between the King's Governors in ſeveral 
provinces, and their Aſſemblies. At this time, if I 
am rightly informed, Virginia is ſtruggling againſt an 
inſtruction relating to their paper currency, that will 

TM: © be 


L 18 J 
be attended, as that colony apprehends, with the moſt 
deſtrueti ve conſequentes, if e into execution. 

{4a DN), GRE. r in 29mtot 

 Invetd, Sir, it ſeems vain to enpect, where the 
ſpirit of liberty is maintained among a that 
public conteſts ſnould not ai de maintained. Nhoſe 
who govern, and thoſe who'are ſeldom think 
they can gain too much on one another. Power is like 
the ocean; not eafily admitting hmits to be fixed in it. 
It muſt be in motion: - Storms indeed are not ide. 
ſirable: but a long dead calm is not to be loolted for; 
perhaps, not to be wiſhed for. Let not us then,; in 
expectation of /moorh ſeas, and an undiſturbed too 
raſhly venture our little veſſel that hath ſafely ſailed 
round our own well known ſhores, upon the mia of 
the untry d deep, without being firſt fully convinced, 
that her mate is ſtrong enough to bear the weather ſhe 
may meet with, and that ſhe is well provided canto" 


long and ſo dangerous a voyage. n on wow 


No man, Sir, amongſt us hath 0 or e 
that this Province muſt fake, on the event of the 
preſent attempt, liberties that ought to be immortal. 
— Liberties ! founded on the n its 
of human nature; and reſtrained in our 
country, only by an unavoidable neceſſity of 
in ſome meaſure, to long eſtabliſlhed cuſtoms. Thus 
hath been formed between old errors and haſty inno- 
vations, an entangled chain, that our anceſtors either 
had not moderation or leiſure enough to untwiſt. 

40 

IWIII iow briefly enumerate, as well 20 L can re- 


collect, the particular privileges of Pennfyloania;” 


In the firſt place, we here enjoy that beſt and 
greateſt of all rights, à perfect religious freedom. 


. 5 0 
Posrs 
* 


IL 2199 | | 
Posrs of hanour rofit are unfettered with 

| i ers to men, whoſe 

abilities ſrict regard to- their con cientious perſuaſion, 

| and \nblemifhed characters, them to diſcharge q 

| their dutleb With eredlit to themſelves, and advihrage' 

to their cotmtry Thus juſtice is done to merit and 

the pdBlic 5&5 ho hone of its) able ſervants. | 

«ING 1¹ a IL , {60 « $4 

| Thy Canis wikiom'of out has Suurded agidit | 

che abſardſty of granting greater credit even to vil-' 

| laink;if they will fwear, than to men of virtue, who' 

from religious motives cannot. Therefore thoſe who; 

are confcrentioufly ſcrupulous of takin — oath Are 

admitted as witneſſes in criminal cafes. ation 

| ſuffers no checks, from a council inſtituted, in fancied. 

imitation" of the 'Houſe of Lords. By the right of 

| ficting'on our own adjournments, we are fecure of 

meeting, when the public good requires it: and of 

not being diſmiſt, when private ns demand it. 
At the ſame time, the ſtrict diſcharge of the truſt 

| committed to Us, is inforced by the ſhort duration of 

| our power, which muſt be renewed by our conſtituents 


every year. 


Nox. are the people ripe of all ee Ig ihe” 
execution of laws. They enjoy the ſatisfaction of 
| having ſome ſhare, by the appointment of hich they | 


commiſſioners,” in laying out the money which t 

raiſe ; and of being in this manner aſſured, that it is 
applied to the purpoſes, for which it was granted. 
bey alſo elect ſheriffs and coroners ; officers of ſo 
much conſequence, in every determination that affects 


od honour, liberty, life, or property. 


Ler any imparchl perſon reflect, how contradictory 
come of theſe privileges are to the moſt antient prin- 
WW ciples of the Engliſh conſtitution, and how directly 
1 oppoſite others of them are to the ſettled * | 


WS 
of the crown, and then conſider, what, rogue 
we have of retaining _ 1 
that is, of continuing in fact a proprietary A ee ; 
though we humbly pra he ng to, charge this 5. 
vernment, Not unaptly,. in my opinion, , the con- 
nexlon between the proprietary family and this Pro- 
vince, may be regarded as a marriage. Our pfivi- 
leges may be called the fruits of rhat marriage. The 
dometie peace of this family, it is true, has not bern 
unvexed with uarrels wr complaints: But the 
pledges of their ion ought always to be eſteemed : 
and whenever the ts on an impriident requeſt ſhall - 
be divorced, much I fear, that their i will be declared 

mA.. This I am well perſuaded of, that 
10 muſt our behaviour appear to all men, if, 
in the inſtant when we apply to his Majeſty for relief 
from what we think , we, ſhould diſcover a 
reſolute. diſpoſition to deprive him of the uocontto 


verted 9 of his __ dignity. 


| ſ 
Ar this] riod, when the adminiſtration i is regulat- 
ing new colonies, and - deſigning, as we are told, the 
+ rice reformations in the old, it is not likely that 
they will grant an invidious diſtinQion in our favour. 
Lei likely is it, as that diſtinction will be ſiable to ſo 
many, and ſuch ſtrong conftitutional objections ; and 
when we ſhall have 2 weight both of the clergß 
and miniſtry, and the univerfally-received opinions 
of b. e of our mother country to e 
wit 


* 
— 


1 mzaw not, Sir, the leaſt WL on "the; eee 
of England. I reverence and admire the purity of its 
doctrine, and che moderagitn. of its wage, 4 am 

nnn 

6 1 wik ibu 8 8 0 

b. e to os a 


4 Some late As of Parliament ſhew what ſtrict reforma:ions are 
to be made in the Calonies. 


C convinced 


3 rhe tenete the 
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don | thay in i. Glled wich! lgrwed end with ex- 
cellent men! but all zealous perſons think their own 
ſt,- and would williogly. fee 
by others. 1. therefore - apprehend, 
"dignified and reverend: ho of the 


pra 95 1 will be extremely de ſitdus to have 


bar church as well ſecured, and as much diſtinguiſh- 
ed as poſſible, in the American colonies : eſpecially in 


thoſe colonies,. where it is overborne, as it were, by 


diſſeuters. There never can be a more critical op- 


portunty for this purpoſe than the preſent. The 
e church Fill beädes be 3 with 
homey of | the crown, to which. its principles are thought 
to be more favaurable, n Ae pro- 
Waden Ho off 
Qt 


W. 51 eee certain information, that, the 
'condut of this Province, which has been ſo much 
cenſured by the miniſtry, is attributed to the influence 
of a ſociety, that holds warlike meaſures at all times 
to be unlawful. ——- We allo know, that the late 
tumultuous and riotous proceedings, which are repre- 
ſented in ſo ſtrong a light by the petition now be- 
fore the Houſe, have been publicly aſcribed to the 
influence of another ſociety. Thus the blame of every 
thing diſreputable to this province is caſt on one on 
the other of theſe diſſenting ſets. Circumſtancea 
that Io imagine, will Weder be e der. neg- 
lecte 


We have fob the event of our diſputes codcern- 
ing the Proprietary intereſts; and it is not to be ex- 
pected, that our ſucceſs will be greater when our op- 
ponents become more numerous; and will have more 
dignity, more power, and, as they wil think, more 
law an their hide. a a | . 


Tutst 


L ] 

Ply rotten» wat wet he we are, ab. 
about to thoſe privi 
hitherto ſo much gloried. n To procure 
two or three, four ot ve. hundred pounds. a 
year (for no cale has carried the fum higher) 
from the tors, for ta or three or four or fave 
years ; for ſo long, and nne perhaps, the 
9 Van WN ing 90 "WT 2 52 | 

M no! 85 Wort 

— are * ſure of quioiog: | this — 2, Werare 
uot Are we fure of gaining any other ad ? 
We are not. Are we ſure of preſerving our privileges? 
We are not. Are we under a neceſſity. of; purſuing 
the meaſure propoſed at this time? We are na. 

oi 

Hens, Sir, permit me to make a ſhort Pauſe. — 
Permit me to appeal to the heart of every member 
in this Houſe, and to entreat him to reflect, how 
far hie can be juſtißable in giving his voice, thus to 
hazard the liberties ſecured to us by the wiſe founders, 
of this Province; peaceably and fully enjoyed by 
the preſent age, * to Ne n is ſo J en- 


1 


1 
4 3 %. zip 


* bor, Sr, we are told there is e of loſing 
our privileges, if our government ſhould be chariged ; 
and two arguments are uſed in ſupport of this opinion 
—— The" firſt is, “ That the government of the 
Crown is exerciſed with ſo much lenity in Carolina 
and the Ferſeys.” .I cannot perceive the leaſt degree 
of force in this argument. As to Carolina, I am not 
a little ſurprized, that it ſhould be mentioned on this 
octaſion, fince I never heard of one privilege that 
colony eryoys, more than all the other royal govern- 
ments in America. The privileges of the 7er/eys ate 
of a different nature from many of which we are 
poſſeſt; and are more conſiſtent with the royal 1 
gative. 


WH: -: ni 


in which we are 


"Fw TI 


„In asd I know of none they have, except that 
| maybe witneſſes in criminal caſes, and may 
ear offices Can this indulgence, ſhewn to them for 


apatticularoteaſon, and not contradictory to the 
rights of the crown,” give us any juſt cauſe to expect 
then confirmation of privileges directly oppoſite to 
hoſe irights ; and for confirming which, no ſuch 
z aſon exiſts. But perhaps the gentlemen, who ad- 
- vance this argument, mean, that we ſhall purchaſe a 
yehange'' at a cheap price, if we are only reduced to 
the ſame ſtate with the Zerſeys—— Surely, Sir, if this 
de their meaning, they entirely forget thoſe extra- 
mm privileges, which ſome time ago were men- 
tio da , N | TIES” HU HAS Ita 


How many muſt we in ſuch a caſe renounce f I 
.epprchend, it would prove an argument of little con- 
lation to theſe gentlemen, if they ſhould loſe three- 
fourths of their eſtates, to be told, that they ſtill re- 
main as rich as their neighbours, and have enough ta 
, procure all the neceſſaries of life. l 


Irx is ſomewhat remarkable, that this ſingle in- 
ſtance of favour in permitting an affirmation inſtead 
of an oath, in a fingle province, ſhould be urged: as 
ſo great an encouragement to us, while there are ſo 

many examples of another kind to deterr us. In 
what royal government beſides the Jerſeys, ean a+ Quaker 
be a witneſs in criminal caſes, and bear offices (a) ? 
In no ober. What can be the reaſon of this diſtinc- 
tion in the Jer/eys ? Becauſe in the infancy of that co- 
lany, when it came under the government of the 
crown, there was, as appears from authentic vouchers, 
an ABSOLUTE\ NECESSITY, from the ſcarcity of other 


proper perſons, to make uſe: of the people called 


3 I * * tha 1 . | * 
S 


Quakers 


Fa] 


og op Js there thee fuck a+ 
vince ? Nee 


n 
grant no ſuch > _ 2 — 2 — 9 — 
che the web imminent danger of a change that the 
people of t ſociety: * Jo the. exerciſe of: thaſe 
. which though they are intitled to a meny yet 
ſuch is the ſituation of human affairs, they: withcdlif- 
ſiculty can find a ſpot on the whole — 


ate allowed. to enjoy It will be an argument 
of fame force, I am afraid, that the church of England 
can never expect to raiſe its head us, while we 


are encouraged, as it will be ſaid, in diſſention : but 
if an oath be made neceflary for obtaining offices of 
hoggur and profit; it will then be expected that any 

Quakers, who are tempted to renounce their principles, 


A enen 
church. 
＋ £1 THY 1 


Tr — other conſideration chan that which has been 
mentioned was regarded in granting that 2 wa 
in the Zer/eys, though no other is expreſt, it 
not improbable, that the nearneſs of this Province 
might have had ſome weight, as from its ſituation it 
afforded ſuch ſtrong temptations. to the inhabitants of * 
the Jerſeys to remove hither, had W uren 
with any ſeverity. 


Tunis. government in ſome meaſure was vides. in 
imitation of our government; but when this is altered, 


the Engiz conſtitution muſt be the GO Tn 
nenen IT 


Hrn it will be aa, « this cannot be Sd bur | 
by the Parliament; and will a Britiſh Parliament do 


ſuch an act of injuſtice, as to deprive us of our rights? 


41 4 4 | 
This is the ſecond'argoment; uſed to provi the ſafety 


* 


| . of themcaferer now propoſed. WW 254 315 47 
wx 07 Pns 4 Hog Nerf 964 e TEA - even; nts 
ng morn Sp ny Patliament wilt ate 
— think, an unjuſt act : but I cannot perſuade my. 

that rhey will think it un juft, to place us on the 
me footing with themfetves. ' It will not be an eaſy 
taſk rovconvince' them, that the people of PHD, 
to be —— from all other ſubjecta, 
his e- ramen 


a diſtiaction can anſwer any ne any good purpo 
not be expected, that they will ſay, «* — 4 


&« can be freer than ourſelves; every thing more than 
« we enjoy, is licentiouſneſs, not liberty: any in- 
« dulgencies fhewn to the colonies heretofore; were 
* hike the indulgencies of parents to their" infants; 
— ought to ceaſe with that tender age; > my 
* colonies grow up to a more vigorous , 
they ought to be carefully diſciplined, and all their 
„ action ons regulated by ſtrict laws. Above all things 
it is „chat the prerogative ſhould be exer- 
„ ciſed with its full force in our American provinces, 
„ to reſtrain them within due bounds; and ane 
* W er re on this kingdom.“ 0 nern 
M6007 ig 
„ d that this will be the opinion tte 
Parliament, as it has been, in every inſtance, the unde 
viating practice of the Miniſtrixg. 


Zur, Sir, it may be ſaid, © theſe reaſons — 
| — conclafive; they do not demonſtratively 

our privileges wl be endangered by a prime 
grant the objection: but what ſtronger reaſons, hat 
clearer proofs are there, that they vi// aas de endanger- - 
*ed 3 W CASO DOT ON 


 Taxy ate Cafe now ;| and why Wee 
an enterprize that will render. them ' uncertain? i 


*; 


— 


do 
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thing will content eee 

by ourſelves, ſurely we ought:to hahe made che thrift 
eſt enquiries what terms we may expect; and to have 
obtained from the miniſtry dome kitgdof ſecurity for 
PAIR eee 4.48, Ani} 6 | 
t r £þt 23ptg OE u Ai,, Hin w 1803.14 
a Tees things night have been done Fbey uur 
aat done. If a merchant will venture co travel xilth 


at riches into a. without 82 
— . it. certainly will adviſcable. Jr bias 


cure the beſt incellj Ne A 
e dem 8 TEES 


anne N. NOONE ty 
vor Wm 
em the Houſe to conſider, b we hate gia. 
pr ſecurity that can be mentioned, pink (if 
m_—_ any) cither for the preſervation 


| or gaining a ſingle, —— 5 
1 we any 2 bare Tue A 
— 2 ee 
cannot t 
thas gentlemen ſbould akon" nag for the 
in valuable rights of Fantests, than — nou 
demand for a debe of ie pounds Why ſho : 
pr with this unexampled hurry, w _ | 
| t can be derived from it? Why ſhould we have 
nn ann 
Fan attend them ? oe gn 3 IHE 3 


It is bascdy podle i its pi caſe, char 
can ſpend too much time, in f. Are, 
of which are to 3 Kit 
r oo 
tagequs. change o government, 
alſo true next week, next month, an = year : hut 
if cbey are miſtaken, ic will be early — 
it happens, to be diſa nted, and to repent. I am 
be lques is & eager, of ſuch, po 
gious 
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digious importance; on the credit of n man's opinion, | 
nth. a "ſmall delay, that car 45 no harm, the 
ſteps we arc to take may become more ſafe,” Gideon, 
thougti he had conwerſed with an * angel of the lord,“ 
would not attempt tu relieve his contrymen, then 
ſorely-oppreſt by the Midianites, leaſt he ſhould involve 
them m greater miſeries, until he was Convinced b 
two mirnefes that he ſhould be ſucceſsful.” I do not 
ſuay, we ought to wait for miracles; but F think we 
ought to wait for ſomething, which will be next kin 
to a miracle; I mean, ſome ſęn of a favourable dif- 
Poſition in the minifiry toward 1s.” 1 ſhould like: to 
an olive leaf at leaſt brought to us, before we quit the 
a2 t nat 48. at e 14. KN | 
PEN me, Sir, to make one propofat to the 
Houſe. We may apply to the Crown now, as freely 
3s If we were under its immediate government. Lot 
us deſire his Majeſty's judgment on the point, that 
Has ocafioned this unhappy difference between the two 
branches of the legiſlature. This may be done with- 
out any “ violence, without any hazard to our con- 
ſtitution. We ſay, the juſtice of our demands 1d 


clear as light: every heart muſt feel the equity of 
them. , * f : 44 173 a , * 2101 2104 
n | | 2 79 242. 


Ir the decifion be in our favour, we gain à conſi- 
derable victory; the grand obſtruftion of the public 
fervice is removed ; and we ſhall, have more leiſure to 
carry our intentions _ into execution. If the de- 
cihon be againſt us, I believe the moſt zealous 
amongſt us will grant it would be madneſs to expect 
Tucceſs in any ther conteſt, This wilt be 4 | 
int, and cannot meet with ſuch difficulties," 
e a total alteration of the government. There 
re, by ſeparating it from other matters, we ſhall 


- 


„Nihil vi, nikil ſereffiohe opus ef. ++ Fall- Bell, *Jugurth+ 
| : | -* ſoon 


* 


cs] 

ſoon obtain a determination, and Know tobat ch⁰. w 
have of ſucceeding in things of grekter [valge. Let 
us try our fortune. Let us take a caſt ur wo-of be 
dice fot ſmaller matters, befate H dip deeply. Tee 
gameſters are of ſo ſanguine a temper a8, 80 [10 
their whole wocalth on one deſperate chrom at firſt. qd fc) 
we are to play with the public bappineſa let $ou8t tor 
leaſt with @s much deliberation, as if we were dh o 
out of out private purſes. % hl 
i 3490 e 02001 194 1189 02 10 gue 
Prxnars a little delay may afford us the pleaſure ; 0: 
of finding our conſtituents more unanimous ia ther 


| _ on this intereſting occaſion and 1 ſhould... ak 
E 


uſe to ſee a vaſt majority of them join with a 
calm reſolution in the meaſure, before I ſhould think 
myſelf guſtifiable in voting for it, even if I approved 
of oi i won t wh 2, Ge 266 0. .3oH 

ee! Jon * 8 | A513 IWF 28 
Tus preſent queſtion is utterly foreign from the 
urpoſes, for which we were ſent into this place. 
i here was not the leaſt probability at the time We 
were elected, that this. matter could come under” our; | 
conſideratian. We are not debating how much'money;; 
we ſhall raiſe: what laws we ſhall: paſs for the regu- 
lation of property; nor on any thing of the ſame 


| kind that arites in the uſual parliamentary courſe of 


buſineſs... We are now to determine, WHETHER {4.7 
STEP, SHALL, BI TAKEN, THAT MAY, PRODUCE, Nx 
ENTIRE , CHANGE or OUR CONSTITUTION... ,; 4 
| 1 1499 . SON zuq uns 
Is, forming this determination, one ſtriking reflaxir, 1. 
on ſhould. be. preſerved in our minds; I, mean, £+ tata; 
we are the ſervants of the people of | Penyflvama,?..... 
—— of that people,” who have, been e ee Ho E Sno 
excellence of the preſent conſtitution, to ſettle thema 
ſelves under its Protection. non wu 10081593 yd d 


Ds mo +5 Shs, ro 


— 
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Tux inhabitants of remote countries, impelled 
that love of liberty which All-wiſe Providence — 
planted in the human heart, deſerting their native 
ſoils, committed themſelves with their helpleſs fa - 
milies to the mercy of winds and waves, and braved. 
all the terrors of an unknown wilderneſs, in hopes of 
ee N * the ily of .thoſe in- 
valu ts, Whic ome unhappy circumſtance 
had denied to mankind in every other part of the earth. 


** Sir, the people of Pannſylvania may be faid 
to have purchaſed an inheritance in its conſtitution,” at 
a prodigious price; and I cannot believe, unleſs the 
ſtrongeſt evidence be offered, that they are now wil- 
ling to part with that, which has colt dd m ſo much 
toil mag * Wb! 


Tx 
- 


Tuev have not hitherto hi diſappoimed i in their 
wiſhes, T wy have obtained the. bleſſings Mey ont. 


Wr have abe theſe ſeats by the free choice of 
this people, under this conſtitution ; and to preſerve 
it in its utmoſt purity and vigour, has always been 
' deemed by me, a principal part of the truſt com- 
- mitted to my care and *fidelity. The menſure now 
propoſed has a direct tendency to endanger this con- 
ſtitution: and therefore, in my opinion, we have no 
night to engage in it, without the almaſt nniverſal con- 

+ ſent of the people, expreſt in the Fur manner. 


Irumx, 1 mould imp opp ly employ the attention 
| gf this Houſe, if 1 ſhould take up much time in 
Proving. that the deputies of a people have not a 
right, by any law divine or human, to change the 
government. under which their authority was 'dele- 

| gated to them, without ſuch à conſent as has been 
mentioned, — The poſition is fo conſonant to na- 
tural - juſtice and common ſenſe, that I believe it 
3 ue ver 


= 
—— CC — — — . - _ 
— — — — 
= 


— 2 
— 
— — 


— 2 — 


— C— = 
- — l! AA 4 > = 


=_—_ 
—— 
— 
— 
— 


(91 


never has been been ſeriouſly controverted. AN the 
learned authors that I recolle& to have mentioned 
this matter, . de pee e 11 


Ir may be (b) ſaid, pee in nee to this! oh 
jection, that ĩt is not intended to change 1 
vernment, but the governor.” This, I app 9 
a diſtinction only in words. The government is ber- 
tainly to be changed from proprietary to royal and 
whatever may be intended, the queſtion is, whether 
— will not expoſe our Pan rigs to 


«+ * Des, 


942 
Ir. may alſo be ſaid. chat the thions) ling es 
th table, are à proof of the people's conſent.” Can 
petitions ſo induſtriouſly carried about, and, | after-all 
the pains taken, ſigned only by abdut thirty-five 
hundred be looked on as the plaineſt eupreſ- 
fions of the almoſt univerſal conſent of the many thou- 
ſands that fill this Province ? No one can believe it. 


Ir cannot be denied, Sir, that much the Ps 
part of the inhabitants of this Province, and among 
them men of large fortunes, ſehſe, and fair 
characters, who. value very highly the intereſt 
have ia the preſent conſtitution, have not ſigned the 
petitions z and, as there is reaſon to apprehend, are ex · 
tremely averſe to a change at this time. Will: they 
not camplain of ſuch a change? And if it is not at- 
tended with all the advantages they now enjoy, will 
they not have reaſon 'to complain ? It is not impro- 
bable, that this meaſure may lay the foundation of 
more bitter, and more laſting e among us, 
than any en eee eee } Ae 


| Barons 1 cloſe this catalogue of — . 
n that I expect will follow our roquelt of a2 
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change, I beg leave to take notice of the terms of the 
| rome that is now under the conſideration of the 


Tnxv equally excite in my breaſt — — ſurprize, and 
FA 19755 and terror. This poor province is already 
loking. under the weight of the diſcredit and re- 
5 d that by /eme fatality, for ſeveral years paſt, 
have attended our public meaſures; and we not onl 
ſeize this unfortunate ſeaſon to engage her in new dif. 
f culties, but prepare to pour on her devoted head, a 
load that muſt effectually cruſh her, — We inform 
the King, by this petition, that Pennſylvania is become 
nà ſcene of confuſion and anarchy : that armed mobs 
are marching from one place to another: that ſuch a 
ſpirit of violence and riot prevails, as expoſes his Ma- 
jeſty's good ſubjects to conſtant alarms and danger: 
and that this tumultuous diſpoſition is ſa general, that 
it cannot be controuled by any powers - + the preſent 
government; and that we have not any hopes of re- 
turning to a ſtaie of peace and ſafety, but by being 
taken under his Mcjelty's immediate protection. 


Icaxnxor think this a proper repreſentation of the 
preſent ſtate of this Province. Near four months are 
elapſed, ſince the laſt riot: and I do not perceive the 
leaſt probability of our being troubled with any more. 
The rioters were not only ſucceſsfully oppoſed, and 
prevented from executing their purpoſe; bal we have 
reaſon to believe, that they were convinced of their 
error, and have renounced all thoughts of ſuch wild 
attempts for the future. Ta. whoſe throat is the 
ſword naw held? What life will be ſaved by this ap- 
plication? 0 ger! Vain remedy | Have 
we not ſufficiently fel! the effets of royal reſentment ? 
Is not the authority of the Crown fully enough exerted 
over us, does it become «s to paint, in the ſtrongeſt 

Eolours, the folly or the crimes of our * 1 
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a9 jury, i ch hn pv againſt. men who 
nd us no 1 loft and general 


— 5 e even the cite of a # forcs. 
among us 7 1 K 
br YAH 


Wirn eee Aer, with undaunted vir- 
tue, ſhould a free people watch againſt the=entroach- 
—— power, and remove ene 
ten . hid 


"WE are a Amed ber u e "_ not 
doubt, that means will be uſed to ſecure that de- 
pendance. But that we ourſelves ſhould "furniſh a 
- reaſon for ſettling a military eftabliſhment us, muſt 
exceed the moſt extravagant wiſhes 'of thoſe,” 'who 
would be moſt pleaſed with ſuch a meaſure. 84. 


E may introduce the innovation, bor we malt 
not be able to ſtop its progreſs. The precedent will 
be pernicious. If a ſpecious pretence is afforded for 
an xr ch a ſmall body of troops among us now, 
_ pretences will never be wanting here- 

after, — 8 to their numbers, The burthen 
that will be impoſed on us for their ſupport, is the 
molt rrifting part of the evil. The poiſon will ſoon 
reach our vitals. Whatever ſtruggles we may make 
do expell it, | nnn 


Here lateri lulu d — IR 


Taz dart with which we are ſtruck, will itn re- 
main fixed too firmly fixed, for our feeble hands 
to draw it out. Our fruitleſs efforts will but irritate 
the wound; and at length we muſt tamely ſubmit 
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Tunze, Sir; r my ſenti on the petition that 
hes op") per rn oa I chink _ neither the 
roger 1 Dor | mea, obtaining a 
change of our —— N It is uncertain, I 
the meaſures propoſed will place us in a better ſitua- 
tian, than we are how in, with regard to the point 
5 controverted: with reſpect to other particulars, 
| 7 place us in a worſe. We ſhall run the riſque 
of ovine great lee. We have no certainty af gains 
W kny thing. In ſeeking a precaricus, haſty, violent 
gemedy for che preſent pervia/ diſorden, we are ſure of 
expoling the gubole body to danger. I cannot perceive 
the neceſſity of aplying ſuch a remedy. If I did, 1 
would with the greateſt pleaſure paſs over to the 
opinion of ſome gentlemen who differ from me, whoſe 
integrity and abilities I ſo much eſteem, that, what - 
ever reaſons at any time influence me to agree with 
them, I always receive a fſatisfaftion from being on 
their fide. If I have erred now, I ſhall comfort my - 
lf with reflecting, that it is an innocent error. Should 
the meaſures purſued in conſequence of this debate 
oppolite to my opinion; and ſhould they procure 
Homer of government with all the benefits we deſire; 
ſhall not envy the praiſe of others, who, by their for- 
tunate courage and ſkill, have conducted us unhurt, 
e the midit of ſuch threatening dangers, to the 
wiſhed-for port. I ſhall chearfully ſubmit to the 
cenſure of having been too apprebenſtve of injuring the 
_ of this Province. If any ſeverer ſentence ſhall 
paſſed upon me by the worthy, I ſhall be ſorry for 
it: but this truth I am convinced of; that it will be 
much eaſier for me to bear the. unmerited reflexions 
of miſtaken zeal, than the juſt reproaches of a guilty 
mind. To have concealed my real ſentiments, or to 
ave counterfeited ſuch as I do not entertain, in a de- 
iberation of /o much conſequence as the preſent, oy 
have been the baſeft hypocriſy. It may perhaps 
thought thar this however would have been the moſt 
; politic 


n 

litic part for me to have ated, It might have beef 
2 Bat if policy requires, that our work or actions 
ſhould belye our hearts, I thank God that 1 dereff and 
deſpiſe” all its arts, and all its advantages. - A 
man ought to ſerve his country, even though ſhe re/ents 
his ſervices. The great reward of honeſt actions, is 
not the fame or profit that follows them, but the 
conſciouſneſs that attends them. To diſcharge, on this 
important occaſion, the inviolable duty I owe he pub- 
lic, by obeying the uniaſſed dictates of my reaſon and 

conſcience, hath"been my ſole view; and my only with 
now is, that the reſolutions of this Houſe, whatever 
they are, may promote the happineſs of Penn/luania, 
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